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William J. Wicca, Webmaster
Lehigh Valley Firearms Coalition
PO Box 25

New Tnpoli, PA 18066

Dear Mr. Wicca:
I am writing to you regarding your letter dated Ocrober, 19, 2007,

I believe that the Right to Bear Arms is a fundamental right in our United
States and Pennsylvania Constitutions. As you note, there are a number of proposed
pieces of legislation which could have the impact of abridging those rights for law
abiding individuals.

_ The Govemor has asked the legislature for assistance in controlling gun related
crimes, In that regard, 1 have sponsored two bills 1o deal the straw purchases and to
increase mandatory minimum sentences regarding certain gun related crimes.

* House Bill 784: Under current law, knowingly selling a firearm with the
intention that it go to a criminal is a felony of the third degree and results in a
three year revocation of a license 1o sell firearms. This legislation would
increase the penalty for this offense, imposing a mandatory 5 year prison
sentence and permanently revoking any license to sell a firearm. This increased
penalty is aimed at both crooked gun dealers as well as individuals who buy
guns for criminals, often called straw purchasers.

* House Bill 785: At present, Commonwealth law i s 2 mandatory prison
sentence of 5 years if an individual commits a cnime of violence:

o While visibly in possession of a fircarm,
o Whether or not the firearm was loaded or functional, and
o Which firearm placed the victim in fear of serious injury or death.
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This also includes fake or toy guns, if the victim thought they were real
Crimes of violence include such offenses as murder, rpe, kidnapping and
robbery of a motor vehicle.

This legislation would provide for a mandatory minimum sentence of 7 years
for any individual who either:

¢ Discharges a firearm during a crime of violence, or

e Commits a cnme of violence with a stolen or illegally
purchased/transferred firearm.

| look forward to discussing this legislation and other proposed legislation
which directs its emphasis at those who ignore existing laws and which will curtail
gun related crimes.

Sincerely,

ATt

SCOTT PETRI
State Representative
178" Legislative District
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